THE   LEARNED   LADIES

A COMEDY

ACT I

SCENE   I
ARMANDE, HENRIETTE

ARM. $>0j sister? you want to change the sweet-
sounding and delightful name of maiden and look
forward to marriage with a joyful heart? Is that
the vulgar notion you have in your head ?

HEN. Yes,, sister.

ABM. Ah! that e yes' is insufferable ; who could
listen to it without disgust ?

HEN. What is there in marriage, sister, that makes
you . .,?

ARM. Ah, good God ! fie !

HEN. What?

ARM. Ah, fie ! I tell you. Can you not conceive how
disgusting to one's feelings is the very mention of
the word ? Think what shocking thoughts it brings
to mind 1 Into what dirty paths it drags one's
ideas ! Do you not shndder at it ? Can you per-
suade yourself, sister, to accept the consequences
the word implies ?

61